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VCU Impact Levels
VCU Affordable Course Content Award Projects
The VCU Affordable Course Content Awards program strives to celebrate the success of
projects developed with our support. Through the VCU Impact Levels, the Affordable Course
Content Awards celebrates project achievements with set "milestones" that mark the number of
students impacted, cost savings from using free resources, and semesters the resource has
been used at VCU.
When a project reaches a new milestone, we will update their "milestone medal" on the program
website and share the news with the project's creators to formally support their case for the
value and impact of their project.
Some notes about this project:
1. Information for impact levels was gathered from project-reported implementation
information and the price of the replaced course material at the time of the application to
the awards program.
2. The semester indicated alongside the milestone represents the semester the project
surpassed the milestone based on VCU usage of the resource. They do not represent
exact, current values of students impacted or student cost savings/avoidance.
3. Impact Levels are not meant to be comparable across projects. Different projects will
progress through the milestones at different rates based on the cost of the book(s) they
replace and/or the size of the class. The Affordable Course Content Awards holds to the
ideal that all OER creation/customization or free resource adoption courses are valuable
endeavors, no matter the size of the impact. In fact, while some projects are small in
impact numbers, their contribution of new resources in highly specialized fields can fill
needed gaps in available OER. We are currently working on ways to further highlight the
contribution/impact of these smaller projects.
4. Semesters used measured usage in all three academic semesters (Fall, Spring, and
Summer) as of 2020. During prior years, summer data was not captured, and thus that
semester was not included in usage or impact counts.
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“VCU Impact Levels” by Jessica Kirschner on behalf of the VCU Libraries’ Open and
Affordable Course Content Initiative is licensed using a Creative Commons
Attribution-Noncommerical-Share Alike 4.0 license.
The medals are by Todd Easter and are licensed using Creative Commons
Attribution-Noncommerical-Share Alike 4.0 license.
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